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I read McDounough and Chaikitmongokol's 2007 article, Teachers' and learners' reactions to task-based EFL course in Thailand.  I chose this article, as opposed to the content-based article, because I feel that it is more important for the line of work I want to do.  Because I will be teaching adults and may even teach EFL, I feel that I probably won't be teaching in a content-based context.  Learning something about task-based teaching may benefit me in the future where content-based teaching may not.


The crutial meaning of "task" is the communication of meaning.  To me, semantics are the core and backbone of all language and language features.  Another good thing about task-based teaching, is the focus on form, rather than focus on forms; because I believe that semantics are most important to language learning and teaching, I perfer focus on form instruction.  I agree with the learner-centeredness of this approach and the goal to meet the learners' "real-world" needs and interests.  In the article, teachers expressed concern with using the task-based approach.  This study was done to address these concerns and find out what students think of the approach, making this study very important to the field of SLA pedogogy.


The study used qualitative methods to analize how both the teacher and students felt about the task-based appraoch.  Both teachers and students felt that task-based learning encouraged independence and helped students learn to problem solve.  Although participants worried that this approach would not teach grammar, at the end of the study, participants and the teacher felt that grammar instruction was adequate.  The students and the teacher felt that the skills and strategies they learned in the task-based instruction would help them in other classes or areas of academia.  They felt that they would benefit outside of the classroom, in the "real-world," but couldn't say how.  

Both the learners and the teacher had a positive response to task-based teaching, but there are some concerns.  One downside to using this method is that students may need time to adapt; many will not be used to an approach like this and may feel negatively about it at first.  Talking to students and creating an introduction to the task-based approach will help them be prepared for the a method and more open-minded.  Students in the study often felt that they didn't receive enough teacher feedback and were unsure whether they were doing the right things.  One way to overcome this challenge is to provide supplimentary materials to students who need more help.  Teachers especially felt overwhemed by the amount of activites for each task and both teacher and students were annoyed by the number of materials and having to flip from one to another.  Consolidating and reducing materials and activites will help avoid overwheming students and teachers.  


This article benefits me in my area of ESL by addressing concerns of participants with realisitic solutions.  It is helping to hear what students and teachers both liked and didn't like about the task-based appraoch, and how one using this task could mask the experience better for everyone.  I think this article is very valuable to SLA pedogogy and to teachers planning to use the task-based method.

�True – task-based teaching is probably easier to do in adult EFL settings because the curriculum is more flexible but the added obstacle is that it will most likely be unfamiliar to students so there may be some resistance, as was the case in the course outlined in the article.  When students are socialized into learning English via learning grammar it is hard to get them to see the value of doing tasks – eventually they do come around but it can be a hard sell at first.


�Well true – focus on form can be very meaningful if it is done within the context of function and meaning.  Task-based teaching allows you to do this nicely.


�Task-based approaches, by design, need a great deal of flexibility and this is not always easy to manage or build in ahead of time.  And it requires a great deal of flexibility on the student’s part as well – something most EFL students aren’t used to having.


�Great – I’m glad you found this article to be useful.  It can be a fun but challenging way to teach but once you’ve done it, it is hard to go back to the more traditional approaches to teaching English (+)





